
2nd & 3rd Grades Curriculum & Objectives

2nd Grade Overview
Language Arts
Curriculum: Open Court Reading
Reading:
•	 Fluency and expression
•	 Building vocabulary
•	 Phonetic cues/structural analysis
•	 Independentreading
Phonics:
•	 Vowel patterns and diphthongs
•	 Consonant blends/digraphs
•	 Contractions
•	 Inflection endings
•	 Prefixes/suffixes
•	 Synonym/antonym/homophones
Comprehension:
•	 Main Idea
•	 Supporting details
•	 Sequence of events
•	 Cause and effect
•	 Reality and fantasy 
Writing:
•	 Writing narrative, opinion and 
•	 informational pieces
•	 Knowledge of writing process: 

prewriting, draft, revise, edit and 
publish

•	 Produce written material that 
•	 demonstrates self-correction of 
•	 spelling, capitals, punctuation and 
•	 writing in complete sentences
•	 Using legible D’Nealian penmanship 
Grammar:
•	 Mechanics
•	 Parts of Speech

Science
Curriculum: Savvas
	▪ Grouping plants and animals
	▪ Habitats
	▪ Earth science
	▪ Physical science
	▪ The solar system
	▪ Write a science research project
	▪ Human body and nutrition

History
	▪ Communities and leadership
	▪ Continents and map skills
	▪ Environment, natural resources, 

landforms
	▪ Cultures, immigration, ancestors, 

timelines
	▪ American History:  Native Americans,	

colonization and American heroes
	▪ Beginning Civics
	▪

Math
Curriculum: Math in Focus
	▪ Addition/subtraction up to 1,000
	▪ Multiplication tables of 2, 3, 4, 5 

and 10
	▪ Introduction to division
	▪ Metric measurements and customary 

measurements
	▪ Mass/volume
	▪ Mental Math and Estimation
	▪ Money
	▪ Fractions
	▪ Time
	▪ Picture graphs
	▪ Lines and surfaces
	▪ Shapes and patterns
	▪ Mathematical reasoning and problem 

solving
	▪ Memorize addition and subtraction 

facts to 20

Religion
	▪ The Bible
	▪ The Holy Trinity
	▪ The Church Community
	▪ Parts of the Mass
	▪ Ten Commandments
	▪ Sacraments
	▪ Preparation for 1st Reconciliation 
	▪ Saints
	▪ Rosary
	▪ Prayers: Act of Contrition, Apostle’s 

Creed, Hail, Holy Queen
	▪ Children’s Charity

   
Technology
	▪ Empowered Learner
	▪ Catholic Digital Citizen
	▪ Knowledge Constructor
	▪ Innovative Designer

Music
	▪ Sing a song using loud  and soft 

dynamics
	▪ Move in response to a song to show 

steady beat and rhythm
	▪ Read rhythm patterns with quarter 

notes, eighth notes, and rests
	▪ Move to show call and response form 

in an African American spiritual
	▪ Listen to recognize high and low 

pitches
	▪ Read so, mi, and la on the staff
	▪ Play ostinatos using body percussion
	▪ Learn more about holidays in song
	▪ Describe thick and thin musical 

textures
	▪ Begin improvising simple harmonies 

to go along with church music and 
jazz

	▪ Use handbells and xylophones to 
accompany simple melodies

Art
	▪ Learn basic elements of art and 

principles of design
	▪ Explore and identify various art media 
	▪ Create and describe art that 

expresses their own thoughts and 
beliefs, themes in the Catholic faith, 
integrates other disciplines and 
expresses cultural heritage

	▪ Identify and value thoughts, beliefs 
and expressions of others by talking 
about others’ artwork

	▪ Identify and explore the history of art

Physical Education
	▪ Complete a daily exercise regimen 

designed to prevent injury, increase 
dexterity, promote greater strength 
and enhance sense of well-being and 
confidence 

	▪ Learn rules of contests and reasons 
behind same 

	▪ Practice Christian sportsmanship
	▪ Learn basic fundamentals of unit or 

sport prior to actively participating
	▪ Understand the necessity of firm but 

fair discipline in all activities
	▪ Learn the value of treating teammates 

and opponents with dignity and 
respect



Language Arts
Curriculum: Open Court Reading
Reading:
	▪ Demonstrate the ability to answer 

comprehension questions using 
details in a complete sentence 

	▪ Major academic skills are context 
clues, drawing conclusions, multi-
meaning words, main idea, inferences 
and story elements

Writing:
	▪ Demonstrate knowledge of the 

writing process 
	▪ Report writing with framed 

paragraphs using a topic sentence and 
conclusions with correct punctuation 
and spelling

	▪ Summarizing information and stories
Grammar:
	▪ Parts of speech, combining sentences, 

noun/verb agreement
	▪ Correct use of punctuation 

Handwriting: 
	▪ Demonstrate appropriate letter 

formations when writing in 
manuscript and cursive

Oral Communication: 
	▪ Demonstrate ability to speak fluently 

with expression in a given time span

Science
Physical Science: 
	▪ Demonstrate ability to analyze data 

from an experiment and give reasons 
for differences

Earth Science: 
	▪ Demonstrate knowledge/

understanding of the earth’s resources
Life Science: 
	▪ Demonstrate knowledge and apply 

information about characteristics/
processes of life

History
Curriculum: MyWorld
Geographic Perspectives:
•	 Demonstrate knowledge of 

landforms/continents, develop map 
skills

Civic Perspectives:
•	 Identify how people have organized 

and governed themselves throughout 
history

Economic Perspectives:
•	 Demonstrate ability to give examples 

of different mediums of exchange
Social and Cultural:
•	 Demonstrate ability to gather and 

report current events

Math
Curriculum: Math in Focus
Number System and Numeration:
•	 Demonstrate ability to solve 

mathematical problems using  
addition,subtraction, multiplication 
and long division

•	 Understand place value and fractions 
Measurement:
•	 Demonstrate ability to solve 

problems involving temperature, 
money, time and conversions 

Geometric Concepts:
•	 Demonstrate the ability to recognize 

two and three dimensional objects
•	 Solve area and perimeter

Religion
Profession of Faith: 
	▪ Recognize faith as a gift from a loving 

God
Celebration of the Christian: 
	▪ Recognize the Holy Spirit in the 

Sacraments by participating in a 
regular liturgical celebration

Life in Christ: 
	▪ Recognize that human dignity comes 

from being created by God in His 
image

Christian Prayer: 
	▪ Recognize that Christian prayer is a 

covenant between God and man and 
practice prayer daily

	▪ Sacrament of Confirmation and 
Eucharist

Technology
	▪ Empowered Learner
	▪ Catholic Digital Citizen

Music
	▪ Make songs meaningful using musical 

expression
	▪ Reinforce beat and rhythm in speech
	▪ Read rhythm patterns with quarter, 

eighth, half, whole notes, and rests
	▪ Sing a Spanish song verse and refrain
	▪ Describe melodic contour sing/dance
	▪ Play rhythmic ostinatos with songs 

from a variety of cultures
	▪ Use handbells and xylophones to 

learn note names in song
	▪ Begin singing specific songs for 

different seasons
	▪ Learn to play the recorder

Art
	▪ Learn and utilize the elements of art 

and principles of design 
	▪ Explore and identify various art media
	▪ Create and describe art that 

expresses their own thoughts and 
beliefs, themes in the Catholic faith, 
cultural heritage and integrates with 
other disciplines’ curricula

	▪ Develop pride and confidence in his/
her own work, learn to identify and 
compare the values, thoughts, beliefs 
and expressions of others through 
critiquing other’s work

	▪ Identify and explore the history of art

Physical Education
	▪ Complete a daily exercise regimen 

designed to prevent injury, increase 
dexterity, promote greater strength, 
and enhance sense of well-being and 
confidence  

	▪ Learn rules of contests and reasons 
behind same 

	▪ Practice competitiveness with regard 
to Christian sportsmanship  

	▪ Learn basic fundamentals of unit or 
sport prior to actively participating  

	▪ Understand the necessity of firm but 
fair discipline in all activities  

	▪ Learn the value of treating teammates 
and opponents with dignity and 
respect  
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